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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PLANETARIUM DIREC1DR
WARNS OF EYE DAMAGES
DURING SATURDAY ECLIPSE

Bowling Green, Ky .• Mar. 4 . . . The director of the Hardin Planetarium at
Western Kentucky University today issued a warning to people of the dangers of
eye damage during Saturday's eclipse of the Sun. (Mar. 7)
" Under no circumstances should a viewer look directly at the disk of the
partially-eclipsed Sun, " said David

J.

Erancis , head of the planetarium.

"Its brightness will be considerably reduced, " he said, but " dangerous
infrared and ultraviolet radiation can severely damage the eye in an instant,
without the viewer being aware of it. "
Frantz said sunglasses are not - - repeat, not - - adequate protection.
Millions of Americans throughout the Southeastern part of the United States
will be able to see the eclipse, although the path will be only about 100 miles
wide in which the eclipse will be total in which the sun is entirely blocked behind
the moon.
"A total eclipse of the Sun occurs," Frantz explained, "when the Moon passes
directly across the solar disk. " He said the Moon, viewed at its average distance
from Earth, has about the same " angular" diameter (or size) as the Sun.
He said a suitable protective filter can be made of several thicknesses of
developed black and white photographic film which has been completely developed
to maximum density.

The film is placed together and used as a shield in front of

the viewer's eyes before facing the Sun, Frantz said.
" The safest method," Frantz added, "is to !)Unch a pinhole through a screen
of cardboard and watch the image which is projected through the hole onto another

screen behind it. "
.At Bowling Green, where the eclipse will be seen between about 11:07 a. m.
and 1:39 p. m. (CST), Frantz wiJl have

a t elesc()pc fitte<l i:it the

Hardin Planetarium

for projecting an enlarged image on a screen. The best time, or height of the
ecli1

as seen in Bowling Green, will be at about 12:23 p. m ., he said.
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